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Abstract

It is well known that there are two types, the large (L) and small (S)type in rotifers, Brachionus plicatilis.

The rotifers cultured year round in an outdoor 200 ton tank showed a seasonal variation in the

appearance of L- and S-type. The fomrer appeared mainly in spring to autumn and the later in summer.

This seasonal variation seems to be caused by the difference in the suitable temperature for theirm. growth.

The L-type’s lorica length varied between 267.6ux (Jun.) and 293.7ux (Dec.) and S-type’s one did between

175.7u (Jul.) and 214.0x (Nov.). It was inversely proportional to the water temperature.

The size of S-type rotifers cultured in 1 ton tanks were unchanged during the period of increasing

density, but it became smaller and smaller during the period of decreasing density.
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