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Hardenning of soft shell of ecdysis blue crab
in artificial rearing

Susumu YAsSumMoTo, Masachika TAKAGI, Yuji MATHUMOTO
and Noriaki YOSHIDA

This studies were made for raising commercial value of soft shell blue crab, Portunus
trituberculatus. Rearing conditions such as water temperature, conditions of tank bottom, and
density were examined. The crabs were fed antarctic krill sufficiently.

The period for hardenning varied with temperature. It needed one week in October, 18
to 20 °C, and 2 weeks in December, 15 °C. Filling up flesh was completed one week after the
hardenning.

The conditions of the tank bottom examined were sand, concrete, and canvas. The
survival rate was 80 to 100 % in the former two, while 53 % in the latter. The density was
5, 10, 15, 20 individuals per m? and difference of survival rate was not recognized among them.
The tank bottom conditions are important in commercial rearing.

Dead crabs kept their perfect shape, therefore the cause of crab’s death was not pleying

each other.
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