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Movement and Mortality of Soft Shell Blue Crabs,

Portunus trituberculatus, in Ariake Sound

Toyomitsu Horn, Masaru Tarusir and Noriaki Yosama

Marked 796 soft shell blue crabs were released at the coastal waters of Kunimi-

Cho in October, 1987, and 173 crabs of which were recovered by commercial fishing

until July, 1988. Most of the recoveries were in the released waters within two

months, but 4 crabs were caught at the mouth of the Sound and adjacent Tachibana

Bay 60 km distant from the relased waters. Blue crabs in the Sound supposed they

migrate within the Sound and pass the winter in the head. But, the present results

show that a part of the crabs move out of the Sound and also pass the winter at the

mouth.

The fishing mortality coefficient (F) and natural mortality coefficient (M) esti-
mated by the method of Paulik was 0.0384 (F) and 0.1140 (M) per day.
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