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Catch in Upper and Lower Codends of Improved Small Beam Trawl

Suehiro Machida, Teruo Okaza, and Tatsuhiko Saito

The existing type of small beam trawl is a effective fishing gear but it catch equally

worthless species and marketable juveniles, so that enormous labor needed for sorting out

marketable species and damage given on resources are thought to be the defects. To reduce

these defects, vertically seperated codends were equipped and fishing experiments were oper-

ated in Tachibana Bay, Nagasaki Prefecture, from 1992 to 1993.

The species caught in each codend differed from the positions where they set and what

the mouth height of upper and lower codends was. When the set position was 2.8m from the

center of grand rope and the ratio between upper and lower mouth height was 1:1.4, favo-

rable results were obtained. In that conditions, fish of active swim and squids were caught

in the upper and demersal fish and shrimps were caught in the lower codend. Selective catch

and release of marketable juveniles are thought possible by using the improved small beam

trawl equipped seperated codends with adequatte mesh size.
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